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A Study of John Calvin’s View on the
Intermediate State of the Soul
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Abstract

A Study of John Calvin’ s View on the Intermediate State
of the Soul

Prof. Dr. Ki-Cheol Yu

The Christianity has affirmed the resurrection of the body,
the judgment of the living and the dead, and life everlasting
according to the Apostles’ Creed. We cannot speak of, however,
the resurrection of soul on the Last Judgment Day, because
the soul is immortal whereas our bodies are mortal and decayed
after physical death. When it comes to the period between death
and final judgment, where does soul stay under what condition?
Many have questioned and conjectured about the intermediate
state of the soul throughout the history of Christianity. Among
them, Calvin devoted his first theological writing to address

the issue of the intermediate state to defend the biblical view

against the heretical view of the Anabaptists.

This research will use Calvin’s first theological treatise called
“Psychopannychia” and his successive “Treatises against the
Anabaptist,” and the Institutes as primary sources to bring to
surface how Calvin successfully interpreted the pertaining biblical

accounts. First, this researcher will reveal the doctrine of Soul




Sleep as Calvin reports with four different arguments. Secondly,
this researcher will deal with how Calvin differently and yet
more faithfully interprets the same biblical accounts that the
Anabaptists have taken up. Thirdly, this researcher will seek
to come up with two implications that we can learn from Calvin’s
interpretation. The thesis of this study is that Calvin, against
the view of the Anabaptists, is faithful and true to the clear
teachings of the Scripture in his interpretation of the biblical
accounts of the eschatological promises. In other words, Calvin
holds to the simplicity of the Scriptures. He does not go over
the limits that the Scripture draws. As the Bible stops, so does
he, and when the Scripture goes, he goes.

Keywords | John Calvin, Soul Sleep, the Intermediate
State, the Institutes, the Anabaptists
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% 9188 7hA gief. el S o) e 71 s o] 1S Aol vhal 4 s,
Ewald Plass = €] 2] 5=7l| t) 3]l o] & 7] A7 gk} “It is certain that to this day Abraham
is serving God, just as Abel, Noah are serving God. And this we should carefully note; for
it is divine truth that Abraham is living, serving God, and ruling with Him. But what sort of
life that may be, whether he is asleep or awake, is another question. How the soul is resting
we are not to know, but it is certain that it is living.” Ewald M. Plass, What Luther
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Says,vol.1.St.Louis:ConcordiaPublishingHouse,1950.p.385

Jaroslav Pelikan = ¥ 2] F=7g-¢] tfj 3]l o] & 7] 41 v gt} “But the soul does not sleep in
the same manner (like a person on earth.) It is awake. It experiences visions and the discourses
of the angels and of God. Therefore, the sleep in the future life is deeper than it is in this life.
Nevertheless, the soul lives before God.” J Pelikan, ed., Luther’s Works, vol. 4. St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1964. p. 313.

o}2 & 3313}2} Yoon B. Choi’s work on the Eschatology of the Reformers where he deals
with John Calvin’s view on Soul Sleep: “The Eschatology of the Theology of the Reformed
Reformers: H. Zwingli, M. Bucer, and J. Calvin” vol. 38 Journal of Korea Association of Christian
Studies, 2003, pp. 185-209.
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